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DETAILED ACTION / ALLOWANCE 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Acknowledgement is made of the amendment filed by the applicant on 1 1/1 3/2003, 
in which Claims 2, 11, and 1 4 were amended. Claims 1 -4, 11, 12, 14, and 15 are 
currently pending in U.S. Application Serial No. 09/701,634, which is a 371 (i.e., 
National Stage) Application of PCT/J POO/02099, filed on 3/31/2000. An Office Action 
on the merits follows. 

Drawings 

2. The formal drawings, specifically Figures 1 , 2(a) and (b), 3(a) and (b), and 4(a) and 
(b), filed on 12/1/2000, and corrected Figure 5, filed on 3/4/2002 as paper #10, are 
approved by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

3. The objections to Claims 2, 1 1 , and 1 4, set forth in paragraph 4 of the previous 
Office Action (i.e., the non-final Office Action mailed on 8/13/2003), are withdrawn in 
light of the applicant's amendment in which typographical errors in the 
aforementioned claims were corrected. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1 - 4, 11, 12, 14, and 15 are allowed. 
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5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Independent 
Claim 1 (from which Claims 2 - 4, 1 1 , 12, 14, and 15 depend) is drawn to a method 
of producing a spectacle lens. The claimed method generally comprises the steps of 
(1 ) receiving spectacle frame information, (2) forming a spectacle lens, (3) marking / 
depicting production information including an edging mark, which indicates a first 
region of the lens remaining after an edging matched with an inner peripheral edge 
of openings of the spectacle frame and is positioned outside the first region of a 
surface of the spectacle lens in a second region to be cut off by the edging, on the 
basis of the spectacle frame information after forming the lens, (4) performing at 
least one step selected from the group consisting of polishing, dyeing, hard coat 
forming, and anti-reflection coat (ARC) forming after the marking step, after which 
the edging mark remains on the spectacle lens , and (5) edging / cutting the lens into 
the shape of the inner peripheral edge of openings of the spectacle frame to remove 
the second region. A summary of the closest prior art of record follows. Kato (JP 09- 
99444) teaches the general method of producing a spectacle lens which comprises 
a marking step of depicting production information of the spectacle lens in a region 
of the surface of the spectacle lens to be cut off by edging. Specifically, Kato 
teaches providing reference marks in the unfinished lens's outer periphery to be cut 
off by edging (Solution and Figure 1). However, Kato does not teach a marking step 
of depicting production information of the spectacle lens including an edging mark, 
which indicates a first region of the lens remaining after an edging matched with an 



j nner peripheral edge of openings of the spectacle frame, on the basis of the 
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spectacle frame information and providing the aforementioned edging mark at a 
position outside the first region of the spectacle lens, in a region to be cut off by 
edging. Logan et al. (USPN 4,71 1 ,035) teaches that the optical industry generally 
produces a pattern having the size and shape of a lens opening in an eyeglass 
frame for use as a guide in an edge grinding and contouring apparatus to 
peripherally edge grind the optical lens to the size and shape of the lens opening. 
The shape of the lens opening is transferred to the surface of the lens blank by 
tracing the outline of the inner periphery of the lens opening with a marker. The 
blank is then cut following the outline on the blank surface to form a pattern 
corresponding to the associated traced lens opening (Col.1 , lines 1 5 - 30). Wood et 
al. (USPN 5,053,971 ) teaches that it was known at the time of the applicant's 
invention to map the surface of a lens at a slightly greater radius than the desired 
finished edge of the lens in order to avoid creating scratches on the surface of the 
lens (Col.8, lines 1 - 5). Blomberg et al. (USPN 6,242,065) teaches that, in the art of 
producing a spectacle lens (Col.1 , lines 19 - 25), a normal process includes lens 
molding, hard coating, and antireflective coating prior to edging and placing the 
finished product into a lens frame (Col.8, lines 53 - 59). The applicant's admitted 
prior art (AAPA) also teaches that a known process for producing a spectacle lens 
includes the steps of dyeing, hard coat formation, and anti-reflection coating 
formation prior to edging the lens (see Figure 5, description in the "Background Art" 
section of the specification, and page 10, lines 13 - 15 of the applicant's 
specification). However, none of the references, alone or in combination, teach or 
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reasonably suggest depicting an edging mark as claimed by the applicant after 
forming the spectacle lens and before processing the lens by polishing, dyeing, hard 
coat forming, and/or ARC forming, after which the edging mark remains on the 
spectacle lens. Specifically, there is no suggestion or indication in the prior art of 
record that an edging mark / line should be present on the lens prior to and/or during 
processing steps such as polishing, dyeing, hard coat forming, and/or ARC forming. 
In other words, there is no suggestion or motivation in the prior art of record to 
perform any of the claimed lens processing steps (e.g., polishing, dyeing, hard coat 
forming, and/or ARC forming) between the edging line marking step and the cutting 
(i.e., edging) step taught by Logan et al. For the above reasons, independent Claim 
1 is allowed. Since Claims 2 - 4, 1 1 , 12, 14, and 15 depend from Claim 1, these 
claims are also allowed. 
6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments 
on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wesley D Markham whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-1422. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:30 
PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Shrive Beck can be reached on (571 ) 272-1415. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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